
 

 

MIAMI'S EX-SLAVES 

 
 

There is a unique organization in the colored population of Miami known as the "Ex 

Slave Club." This club now claims twenty-five members, all over 65 years of age and 
all of whom were slaves in this country prior to the Civil War. The members of this 

interesting group are shown in the accompanying photograph. The stories of their 
lives as given verbatim by these aged men and women are recorded in the following 
stories: 

 
 

ANNIE TRIP: 

 
 

"My name's Annie Trip. How my name's Trip, I married a Trip, but I was borned in 

Georgia in the country not so very far from Thomasville. I'm sure you must ha' heard 
of Thomasville, Georgia. Well, that's where I was borned, on Captain Hamlin's 

plantation. 

"Captain Hamlin, he was a greatest lawyer. Henry Hamlin, you know he was the 
greatest lawyer what ever was, so dey tell me. You see I was small. My mother and 
father and four brothers all lived there together. Some of the rest were too small to 

remember much, but dey wuz all borned dare just de samey. Wish I wuz dare right 
now. I had plenty of food then. I didn't need to bother about money. Didn't have none. 

Didn't have no debts to pay, no bother not like now. 

"Now I have rheumatism and everything, but no money. Didn't need any money on 
Captain Hamlin's plantation." And Annie walked away complaining about 
rheumatism and no money, etc. before her exact age and address could be obtained. 

 
 

 
 

 
 



MILLIE SAMPSON: 

 
 

Millie Sampson, 182 W. 14th St. Miami, Florida, was born in Manning, S.C. only 

three years 'bfo' Peace". 

"My mother and father were born on the same plantation and I di'n't have nothin' to do 

'sept play with the white children and have plenty to eat. My mother and father were 
field han's. I learned to talk from the white children." 

 
 

 
 
 
 

ANNIE GAIL: 

 
 

Annie Gail, 1661 NW 6th Court, Miami, Florida, was four years old when "peace 

came." 

"I was borned on Faggott's place near Greenville, Alabama. My mother, she worked 
for Faggott. He wuz her bossman. When she'd go out to de fiel's, I 'member I used to 

watch her, for somehow I wuz feared she would get away from me. 

"Now I 'member dat jes ez good as 'twas yesterday. I didn't do anything. I just runned 
'round. 

"We just 'stayed on' after de' 'Mancipation'. My mother, she was hired then. I guess I 
wuzn't 'fraid ob her leavin' after dat." 

 
 

 
 

 
 



JESSIE ROWELL: 

 
 

Jessie Rowell, 331 NW 19th St., Miami, Florida was born in Mississippi, between 

Fossburg and Heidelberg, on the Gaddis plantation. 

"My grandmother worked in the house, but my mother worked in the field hoeing or 

picking cotton or whatever there was to do. I was too little to work. 

"All that I can 'member is, that I was just a little tot running 'round, and I would 
always watch for my mother to come home. I was always glad to see her, for the day 
was long and I knew she'd cook something for me to eat. I can 'member dat es good as 

'twas yestiday. 

"We 'stayed on' after Freedom. Mother was give wages then, but I don't know how 
much." 

 
 

 
 
 
 

MARGARET WHITE: 

 
 

Margaret White, 6606 18th Ave., Liberty City, Miami. Florida is one of those happy 

creatures who doesn't look as if she ever had a care in the world. She speaks good 
English: 

"I am now 84 years old, for I was 13 when the Emancipation Proclamation was made. 

It didn't make much difference to me. I had a good home and was treated very nicely. 

"My master was John Eckels. He owned a large fruit place near Federal, N.C. 

"My father was a tailor and made the clothes for his master and his servants. I was 
never sold. My master just kept me. They liked me and wouldn't let me be sold. He 
never whipped me, for I was a slave, you know, and I had to do just as I was told. 



"I worked around the house doing maid's work. I also helped to care for the children 
in the home." 

 
 

 
 

 
 

PRISCILLA MITCHELL: 

 
 

Priscilla Mitchell, 1614 NW 5th Ave., was born in Macon County, Alabama, March 

17, 1858. 

"Y' see, ah wuz oney 7 years old when ah wuz 'mancipated. I can 'member pickin' 

cotton, but I didn't work so hard, ah wuz too young. 

"I wuz my Massy's pet. No, no he wouldn't beat me. Whenever ah's bad or did little 

things that my mother didn't want me to do and she'd go to whip me, all I needed to do 
was to run to my Massy and he'd take me up and not let my mother git me." 

This is a sample of the attitude that very many have toward their masters. 

 


